Learning at River View

Our Curriculum
Intent

What it’s like to
learn at River View

Overview
At River View, our aim is to educate the whole child in a way that prepares them fully for later life. We
provide the foundation for fully developed citizens. We believe that English and maths are important but
need to be complemented by a wide range of skills, some of which can only be taught through shared
experiences, challenges and adventures. We believe that it is our job to create well developed future
citizens of Great Britain who have a love, knowledge and awareness of what it is to be a British citizen.
Our role is to model and teach the values that children need to contribute effectively to society. There is
no better way to do this than learning through experience. Our curriculum documentation is carefully
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crafted to provide a clear description of our intentions, how we deliver them and how we check they are
having the right effect.
Our staff have worked carefully to maximise the learning experiences that are right on our doorstep. You
will often see groups of children walking to local places, developing their understanding of our local area,
how it has been shaped by nature, how the River Irwell dominates our landscape and how the cities of
Manchester and Salford developed as great centres of cultural
and commercial importance during the industrial revolution
and beyond. Children will stand on the banks of the River
Irwell and see for themselves how the river continues to be a
powerful force in our area. They will see the newly built flood
defences and understand the interaction between human and
physical geography.
At River View we see our local resources as real life
‘textbooks’ ready for children to step into and learn. This
ranges from local museums, libraries and Manchester
cathedral to mosques, churches and temples. We visit six
local parks, each carefully selected to deliver an aspect of our
curriculum.
Our three minibuses help us to access learning further afield.
We visit a range of locations in Wales to deliver activities
such as mountain biking in Llandegla, outdoor and
adventurous activities at Lledr Hall and soaking up the sun
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shine in Prestatyn to develop team building, mutual respect and having fun!
In school we inculcate the value of mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and
beliefs and for those without faith. Our children enjoy being part of a harmonious family where half our
children are local white British and the rest are from over 40
countries around the world. Our children expect to have
friends from a multitude of backgrounds and we provide
them with the knowledge and skills to embrace all cultures.
Our consistent focus on high standards of behaviour is
evidenced by the manner in which children move around the
building, smartly dressed and showing common courtesies
towards each other.
Long term investment in our grounds have led to an outdoor
environment that is amongst the very best on offer with a
pond, an amphitheatre, a walking and running track and
extensive woodland areas. Each year our orchard produces
a full crop of apples and pears. Children and staff pick the
fruit and our cook makes them into mouth watering pies
served with school custard.
Our reading curriculum fosters a love of reading and real
books are everywhere. This is complemented by use of the
latest technologies to bridge the gap between home and
classroom learning. From year 3 onwards all children have
their own personal Chromebook which is used as a powerful
driver for collaboration.

3

To learn at River View is to grow as a human being. Over the time that children are with us we take them
from the very beginnings of talking, reading, writing and exploring and deliver them eight years later
ready for the next stage of their journey.

If you’d like to find our more about
our curriculum read on - or come and
see for yourself!
We have set out some high level statements explaining our philosophy; to provide our children with the
vital knowledge and skills that they need to be a citizen of our world. We want our children to be learners
for life, possessing carefully chosen fundamental skills and with an ambition and desire to be successful.
We are planning to organize our curriculum around three broad themes:
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Citizenship
We celebrate the arts and look to our local context to develop knowledge in these areas. Children will
have a clear understanding of where they come from and will be able to relate this knowledge to the
wider world.
They will:
·

Know their local area

·

Know about people who have influenced the world

·

Know the impact that technology has on the world

·

Learn about the language and culture of Spain

·

Have the opportunity to learn an instrument

Values Curriculum
Our curriculum will support children to become responsible citizens who have a mutual respect and
tolerance for other faiths and cultures. Children will learn about:
·

Different faiths

·

British Values

·

Relationships

·

Self-awareness

Cultural Capital
Our curriculum is underpinned by memorable learning experiences; it is important to us that our children
have the knowledge and the skills that are needed to take advantage of the opportunities, responsibilities
and experiences of later life.
They will experience or visit:
·

Our local theatre

·

Our local gallery

·

Our local museum

·

Our local Library and author visits

·

Our local seat of government

·

Events and celebrations
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·

Outdoor learning opportunities

These three broad themes will be underpinned by a firm foundation of English, Maths and Science:
Firm Foundations
At the heart of our curriculum, we bring to life learning opportunities which develop the essential
knowledge for our children. We recognise that this knowledge is the fundamental basis for our children to
become successful learners.
·

To read a broad range of novels and poems

·

To write effectively for a range of purposes

·

To be a confident mathematician

·

To find out about the physical and natural world

·

To understand how humans function and what they need to stay healthy
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